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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Fifth Report - Examination of the 2004-2005 Annual Report of the Corruption and Crime Commission 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [10.06 am]:  I present for tabling the fifth report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
the Corruption and Crime Commission entitled “Examination of the 2004-2005 Annual Report of the Corruption 
and Crime Commission”.   

[See paper 1368.] 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I alert the house to the fact that this report refers to the financial year ending 30 June 2005.  I 
table the report with amendments that I am pretty sure the committee passed, but they do not appear to have 
appeared in the printed copy.  At item 1.8 on page 4 of the report, paragraph (n) refers to “May 2006”.  It has 
been changed, thanks to the member for Kingsley, to “May 2005”.  At item 1.9, which deals with the budget, 
reference is made to “19 October 2006”; it has been amended to “19 October 2005”.   

The committee is satisfied that the Corruption and Crime Commission operated efficiently and effectively during 
the reporting period.  Its annual report for 2004-05 was comprehensive and informative, combining useful 
quantitative data and qualitative material.  I congratulate Commissioner Hammond and his staff at the CCC for 
establishing a credible, independent corruption-fighting body for Western Australia.  The Western Australian 
Parliament can be confident that the CCC is now fully operational and is meeting its statutory purpose; that is - 

to improve continuously the integrity of, and to reduce the incidence of misconduct in, the public sector. 
I thank the member for Girrawheen, now the minister responsible for women’s interests, citizenship and 
multicultural interests, disability services and assisting the minister for federal affairs, for the tremendous work 
she did on the committee.  The committee holds the minister in high regard.  The appointment of the new Leader 
of the Opposition as her shadow minister in the very important area of federal affairs demonstrates that the 
opposition also holds her in high regard.  It clearly demonstrates that the opposition holds her in the same high 
esteem as the committee.   
The member for Girrawheen’s contribution to the committee was tremendous and it is with some sadness that 
she is off the team.  However, it is with a great deal of delight that I welcome onto the team the member for 
Kingsley.  The former member for Kingsley was also on the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and 
Crime Commission and was a wonderful contributor.  Already, the new improved model of the member for 
Kingsley is also a fantastic contributor to the committee.  I thank both members for their work in this very 
important area. 

MRS J. HUGHES (Kingsley) [10.10 am]:  I want to make a couple of comments on the report of the Joint 
Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission.  As a new member, I had very limited input to 
this report but on reading it, and having attended the last meeting, I found that it has taken a very good approach 
to the future stance of the committee and the CCC itself and also the work of the parliamentary inspector.  I also 
endorse the chairman’s comments and thank him for welcoming me to the committee.  I will embrace the 
committee’s work with great gusto.  I thank my colleagues for their support and their trust in allowing me to sit 
on this committee.  I know that it is a very important one.  I will do my very best to serve it in the best interests 
of this Parliament. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [10.11 am] - by leave:  My contribution will be very short.  I would like to 
suggest to the house that the membership of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission should truly reflect both sides of the house in both chambers.  At the moment, two Labor members 
from this house make up half of the committee, so the opposition has no member from this house on that 
committee.  In the other house, two Liberal members are on the committee and no Labor members.  It would be 
more democratic and fair and give a better balance in both houses if a member from each side of both houses 
served on that committee.  Perhaps the Premier or the Leader of the House - I am not sure who decides the 
committee’s make-up - could look very seriously at that suggestion so that members on this side of the house 
could make a contribution to that very important committee.  It is an important committee; it is the oversight 
committee of the Corruption and Crime Commission.  I have serious concerns about the way the Corruption and 
Crime Commission has been operating.  Two major areas have certainly come to the attention of members of 
both houses of Parliament.  It would be very useful to have a member from this side of the house on the 
oversight committee. 

Ms M.M. Quirk:  Are you saying that Hon Ray Halligan and Hon Margaret Rowe are not doing a very good 
job? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, I am not saying that at all.  I think they are doing a very good job.  The 
recommendation that they made to the acting parliamentary inspector made him go away and do a bit more 
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work.  I was not impressed with his report at all.  I am saying that both sides of this house should be reflected on 
the CCC committee, the oversight committee.  We cannot have two Labor members from this house -  

Ms M.M. Quirk:  Read the legislation. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I know the legislation.  It is a joint parliamentary committee, which means that both 
houses have representation.  Does the member for Girrawheen not concede that it would be more democratic, 
fair and open, and a better way of running things to have a member from each side of both houses on that 
committee?  If she does not think so, she should try to justify her view to me.  I am not trying to get rid of any 
members on the other side of the house. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  We acquiesced to your request to speak, so I ask to be allowed to respond to the point that you 
have made.  The legislation passed by this house was framed such that two members of the Assembly and two 
members of the Council would make up that committee to give flexibility.  This Parliament must review the 
legislation.  If you have a different view, whether it is backed by a minority or a majority within the caucus, 
when this legislation is reviewed early next year - the committee is taking submissions on changes to the 
legislation - that would be the appropriate time to put forward a suggestion.  I appreciate your point.  I do not 
think it is relevant to the 2004-05 annual report. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I thought this was my time to speak.  That was a very long interjection.  My comments do 
not reflect on any member presently serving on that committee.  I have faith in the members of that committee.  
All I am saying is that this Parliament should look very seriously at the balance in each house so that it truly 
reflects on this very important committee.  I thank the house for the opportunity to make -  

Mr J.N. Hyde:  It is tokenism. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I was going to sit down.  How can the member for Perth say it is tokenism?  Is he worried 
that he might not sit on that committee?  I have more faith in the member for Kingsley than I do in the member 
for Perth.  If the member for Perth wants to be stupid by saying it is tokenism - 

Mr J.N. Hyde interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member for Perth! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I stood to make what I thought was a valid, honest and genuine point in the interests of 
this chamber and the committee.  If the member for Perth wants to continue to denigrate me, it is up to him; I am 
getting used to it.  I have made my point.  I hope that both chambers of Parliament will reflect that.  The 
government has the numbers in this house and with the support of the Greens (WA) in the upper house it might 
have the numbers in that place to amend the make-up of the membership of that very important committee. 
 


